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Pascommuck’s Trails

In 1983, before it even formally existed, Pascommuck protected
4-1/2 acres off East Street which became Old Pascommuck
Conservation Area. With this purchase, we became an early pioneer
in non-profit land conservation. In fact, Terry Blunt, who helped
Pascommuck while working at Connecticut River Watershed
Council, was fresh off a stint carrying out the national Nature
Conservancy’s first ever land protection projects.

Treadlng Our founders wanted to make the most of the new holding to invite

L' htl townspeople into nature, and to promote the idea that land trusts

lg y could preserve Easthampton’s special places. They built an extensive

trail network along the Manhan and up and down the
adjacent hills. Board members Bill Carroll and Bob Pinkos
created a brochure about the natural features along the ‘E.
Florence Smith Nature Trail’ (honoring the donor who
helped purchase the land).
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Back then, the corridor which became the Manhan Rail Trail
was only recently abandoned by the railroad. Earth Day
was a mere decade old. Several of Easthampton’s mills had
~ closed only a short while before.

*%:  Qver the decades since, at Old Pascommuck, the land trust
fenced out a dirt bike rider carving up the hillside along the
rail line, replaced steps and bog bridges as they decayed,
Eagle Scout Nicholas Aubrey built a staircase, the Manhan
reclaimed some river bank, and the Rail Trail vision finally
came to fruition.

During this time, Easthampton also experienced sprawl,
with farms and woods in the Plains and along East Street
lost to subdivisions and large houses. The remaining
habitat for wildlife, birds, and plants became ever scarcer and ever
more important. Knowledge has increased, too, about the negative
impacts, not just of suburban development but also of seemingly
benign intrusions into natural areas such as foot-trails.







New PCT Policy: No Dogs Allowed

Since its founding, The Pascommuck Conservation Trust has striven to connect people with
nature through land protection, trail development and maintenance, programs, and other activities
in Easthampton. Conservation areas like Edward J. Dwyer, Old Pascommuck, Brickyard Brook/
Mutter’s Field, and Broad Brook Meadows provide opportunities to witness and experience the
renewing pleasures of spring birdsong, abundant wildflowers, rilling brooks, and chipmunk antics
- right in our own neighborhoods. They have immense value as a refuge for people’s emotional
and physical health and for supporting the community’s biodiversity.

Over the past few years, the Board has recognized a growing tension as more people use
Pascommuck’s trails as regular dog walking routes. The prevalence of domestic dogs on the trail
system at several Pascommuck conservation areas has led to conflicts between dog owners and
other trail users, and contributes to the degradation of these areas’ ecological function. Some of
the harms associated with dogs are obvious, like direct aggressive/fatal interactions with small
wildlife or randomly distributed trailside piles of feces. Others are subtle, including the increased
stress to birds and other animals who react to dogs as their natural predator, which interferes with
many animals’ use of their habitat. ’

Our mission includes the protection of the Manhan River and the many small streams and
brooks on our property. Increased disease transmission and bacterial loading in these adjacent
waterbodies, as well as alterations in vegetation structure and composition and reductions in
breeding bird diversity and abundance are all associated with the presence of domestic dogs.
While many wildlife species may in time somewhat habituate to the presence of people, even
regular exposure does not cause them to habituate to dogs. The presence of domestic dogs,
therefore, runs counter to Pascommuck’s intentions for areas designated to protect and conserve
wildlife, water resources, and soils.

PCT’s Board grappled with various perspectives and potential approaches to resolving these
conflicts, but ultimately resolved that the clearest policy, with the greatest benefit for wildlife,
water quality, soil health, and many trail users, was to prohibit dogs across all of its conservation
areas. This policy extends a prohibition on dogs that was already in place at Pascommuck’s
Pomeroy Meadows and Old Trolley Line Conservation Areas. This new policy is intended to go
into effect immediately, though trailhead signage and other communications will be needed to
translate the policy into practice. PCT members can do their part by adhering to this policy, and
exploring DCR or other areas where dogs are allowed.

Here are some links to articles that discuss some of these topics:

https://www .protectnatureto.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Impacts-of-dogs-on-wildlife-10-
Aug-16.pdf

https://mountainjournal .org/we-love-dogs-but-they-are-wreaking-havoc-on-wildlife.

Tom Lautzenheiser, Senior Conservation Ecologist
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President’s Report

‘ Welcome to Spring!
Our Annuail Meeting was held on March 27th, 2024 at Cityspace
in Easthampton. The Treasurer’s Report and Clerk’s Report were
presented and accepted. Board members up for reelection were voted
in: Mary Lou Dodge, Tom Lautzenheiser, and Rachel Telushkin.
Board members Katie Hereld and Bri Grant were also voted in. Alan
Clark was nominated as a new Board member. Appreciation was
expressed for our Clerk, Dawn Ackley, who is stepping down this
summer. Discussion was held of various committee activities and an
' opﬁn discussion was held on the topic of people’s experiences with
~-dog walking on PCT properties. After the business part of the meeting,
" Marty Klein gave a fascmatmg talk and slide show, “Wild Mushrooms
Thl:ough the Seasons.” The entire meeting and Marty’s presentation
~.can be'seen at Easthampton Media (easthamptonmedia.org).

) The PCT Land Conservation Committee has been workmg with
~local-land owners on new land acquisitions, some we’ve been working

\on for qu1te a while, and others are fairly new to us. All are related to

. ,'our rmssion of protecting the Manhan River and the streams, woods,

. and open spaces of Easthampton’s unique ecosystem.

LI /" The PCT Fundraising Committee has been meeting regularly and
=" /" we have come up with some exciting new ideas for raising money and
IRV increasing membership, including a “Sip and Draw” event at Valley
Art Supplies, Yoga in the Woods, more social media presence, and a
special new membership drive in June.

The PCT Property Maintenance
Committee has been busy dealing with
the extensive erosion caused by an
unusually rainy winter. (2023 had the 5th
wettest July and December on record, and
2024 had the 5th wettest January with
9.24 inches of precipitation!) Our trail
monitors are doing a great job of keeping
everyone alert to damage to the trails and
bridges/culverts and Kevin Mulligan, our
Property Specialist, has been doing tree
work, whacking, repairs, and preparing

the properties for group work activities.
The bluebirds have Michael to thank for
installing new bird boxes at Mutter’s Field and Pomeroy Meadow. We
are also undertaking a revision of the trail at Old Pascommuck, thanks
to Gerrit’s help.
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